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John’s most recent project, the LFL from Ione City Hall, needed major help after extensive water damage from a
sprinkler.
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You have probably come across one at some point or another, or maybe even stopped by to

pick up a new book - the brightly colored, little wooden homes of books dotted about the

roadsides and towns in the area, one of our many Little Free Libraries.

For around 15 years, Amador County has become home to 34 Little Free Libraries (LFLs)

located from Tabeaud Road to Plymouth City Park and Ione City Hall, o�ering a choice of no-

cost reading material to young readers and book lovers alike. This international nonpro�t

program, designed to encourage reading, provide access for all readers and share the

magical imaginative world of books was of particular interest to local lifelong woodworker

John Landis, who has taken the initiative to repair, maintain and refurbish the LFLs.

John Landis stands by the Little Free Library decorated
with a comic dinosaur motif, located on Tabeaud Road in
Pine Grove.
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The LFL located at the Pine Grove Park, which needed some minor repairs and new paint, decorated by Landis’
daughter’s friend.
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As a longtime woodworker and member of the Gold Country Woodworkers and Crafters

club which lend him the tools and resources to create, and being husband to a bookworm,

Landis utilizes his many woodcrafting skills to �x up the wooden houses as needed. From

maintaining to refurbishing, repairing to freshening them up by simply repainting/

redecorating, the upcountry resident volunteers his time to the upkeep of our nearly three

dozen Little Free Libraries driven to encourage accessibility to free reading materials and

raise our rural county’s literacy rate in doing so.

It began in 2005, John explained, when the Gold Country Woodworkers and Crafters

mentioned an idea. “I moved to Pine Grove approaching retirement, and became a member

of the Gold Country Woodworkers,” he said. “The club was asked about making little libraries

by some local organizations and since I had my shop built in 2003 and have been

woodworking on and o� for most of my adult life, doing a lot of wood turning on a lathe, but

a bit of everything. I learned more about the Little Free Library mission and it resonated with

me- my wife is a serious bibliophile, and seeing that the reading scores of local kids were

pretty low, I volunteered in the hopes of getting the kids involved in libraries and using them

to read more.”

“I took the lead for the Club, bought some boards and brought them back to the shop to

make a prototype, and Ruthella Turner, who had the vision and asked us to create them,

loved them,” Landis continued. “It was all put on paper with plans that could be distributed

to the other members of the club. About 5 members volunteered as well, and we got to

work. I added more gradually to make 13, each of which has their own steward who is in

charge of keeping books and maintaining the books within the little library, who are fellow

book lovers, nearby neighbors and local Scout troops. The original (prototype) is located at

Mike Clark Field on Ridge Road, which was rehabbed about a year ago.”

The rebuilt LFL from Ione City Hall, painted with a base coat and ready to head to the Scout steward for
decorating and a sprinkler-free location.
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With a few boards, nails and a bit of elbow grease, John built more and more boxes located

all around the county, many of which were built around 2015. “Since then, another 15-20

have been built and time and weather has taken a toll on some of them as it is 2021 now. As

they get worn out I pull them out, bring them back to my shop. I complete any repairs, sand,

add a base coat of paint, bring them back to their location and they are decorated by locals

before being put back up.” The di�erent locations dictating weather and conditions of the

LFLs can present a variety of care and maintenance needed; some just need a fresh coat of

paint while others need to be completely deconstructed and usable parts salvaged before

being rebuilt. “Some projects are easier, like the LFL at First 5 Amador- I did some minor

repairs a couple years ago, sanded it and applied a base paint for the Girl Scouts to

decorate. The blue one at the Plymouth City Park was vandalized a few years back, and I had

to rebuild the broken doors. I was distressed, when I looked in on it recently, to see that it

appears to have been vandalized again, as the left door had been covered over with

plywood, and painted. I don’t know who �xed it or repainted it, but they did a wonderful job!

The pink striped one is at the Pine Grove Park, which needed some minor repairs and new

paint. A friend of my daughter did a super job of decorating it.”

The work is ongoing, as time and weathering are a constant battle, but Landis continues to

lovingly repair, rehab and maintain the boxes. “I hate to see the work put in deteriorating, I

don’t want to see that happen, so I will do whatever is needed to �x them back up. My most

recent project was the LFL at the park behind the Ione City Hall. It had been sprayed

regularly with the sprinkler system, and damage was much worse than I expected…about

half of the wood had to be thrown out, and the rest salvaged. I had to use new wood for the

back, left side, both shelves and the back roof due to the water damage. I just �nished the

base coat of paint, and it is going to the Boy Scout who stewards that LFL, who will do the

decoration and look for a new location away from the sprinklers.”

John’s retirement time, spent dedicated to the maintenance and upkeep of our 34 Little Free

Libraries impacts not just our county’s youth, but book lovers of all ages who donate reading

materials and visit the Libraries daily. “I care for them, and love the message behind the LFL

mission and what they are doing as well. It’s also important to my wife, a serious book lover

and steward to two Libraries, so it is kind of a co-op e�ort with her passionate involvement. I

mean, she goes to garage sales and �nds huge boxes of kid’s books, and stocks the Little

Libraries. It’s important to both of us. There are 34 local LFLs from Buckhorn to Ione,

Volcano and Amador City, but the ones located in Amador are not all of them- you can �nd a
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worldwide map of Little Libraries, so whether you’re here or in Perth, Australia, you can �nd

one. This is a collective e�ort made by people who love books, and a lot of people help make

that happen with stocking and maintaining this access to free books all around the world.”

John has also been nominated for a Todd H. Bol Award for Outstanding Achievement,

created in the memory of the Little Free Library’s founder Todd H. Bol. The awards honor

Little Free Library volunteer stewards who are making an exceptionally positive impact on

their communities. And the initiative he has taken to support the spreading of free reading

materials to local young readers certainly shows that, if anyone deserves this award, it’s John

Landis.

If you have a book or two to share, you can donate them to one of the LFLs or make an

exchange to read a new story! Functioning on the honor system, a Little Free Library is a free

book-sharing box; you do not need to share a book in order to take one, but if you take a
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book or two from a Little Library, try to bring some to share at that same library or another

in the area when you can. If you happen to visit a Little Free Library and it’s not there, it’s

likely that John has taken it to his shop temporarily while completing repairs.

To view the worldwide map of Little Free Libraries, or to �nd the nearest one to you, no

matter where you are, visit littlefreelibrary.org.

Visit: littlefreelibrary.org.
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