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Buckaroogirl Performed a Memorable BnB Concert
Adrian Brannan—aka the Bucka-

roogirl— is a force of nature, and 
she treated us to a wonderful, spirited 
Boots ’n’ Books concert on February 
12. If you were there you already know 
how much fun we had. Adrian’s songs 
told personal stories, yet at the same 
time told of universal 
emotions. Adrian had 
many fans at her table 
during the break and 
at the end of the show. 
Adrian announced from 
the stage how much she 
values libraries and that 
she would contribute half 
of her merchandise sales 
to FACL. And she did; a 
total of $180!

The concert was held 
at the Pine Grove Com-
munity Church for the 
first time. This was a wonderful venue 
for the concert, as well as, the raffle 
and silent auction. Pastor Bud Inman 
and his staff were professional, helpful 
and welcoming. We’d like to especially 
thank Maurine Lopez for her guidance 
and support as we set up the show, 
Stan Covell for his assistance on the 
day of the concert and Alan Angleman 
for his help on the soundboard.

Our emcee for the first time this was 
Ed Tracey. He is so professional, gets 
the job done and still manages to have 
a good time doing it. Thank you, Ed.

This year among the silent auction 
offerings were two nights stay at the 

Hyatt Regency at Lake Tahoe, gift 
certificate to Chez Panisse Cafe and 
many baskets containing wine from 
Amador County wineries. The raffle 
had many prizes including dinners, 
theatre tickets, housecleaning ser-
vices and nights in local hotels. Many 

thanks to Bonnie Toy 
and Jan Hewitt for their 
amazing work on the 
raffle and auction.

Our annual concert 
provides significant and 
much needed monetary  
support for the County 
Library. We want to 
acknowledge the con-
tinuing financial support 
of the Jackson Rancheria 
Band of Miwuk Indi-
ans for sponsoring this 
event. 

As always, the refreshment commit-
tee provided us with delicious drinks, 
cookies and snacks at the break.

This concert would not happen with-
out the time, energy and work put in 
by our committee: Sharon Alexander, 
Barbara Baechle, Jan Hewitt, Jim 
Powell, Michele Powell and Bonnie 
Toy. Our volunteers were: Susan Ste-
phens, Mary and Phil Foster, Eliza-
beth Rhein and Dan Alexander 

We’re starting to think about next 
year’s concert. If you’d like to help 
and join the committee or want more 
information, contact us at friendsoft-
heaclibrary@gmail.com.

.Upcoming Events
Book Sale: April 21, 22 & 23

Mark April 21st on your calendar! 
That’s members night at the FACL 
spring book sale from 4 to 7 p.m. at 
the American Legion Hall. Plan to 
restock your bookshelves with like-
new books! Whether you like fiction 
or nonfiction, mystery or history, 
cooking or do-it-yourself projects, 
there’s something for everyone! And 
don’t forget, we also have a large 
children’s section, audio books, and 
much more!

If you can’t make it on Friday 
night, don’t despair. We’ll still be 
there on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and on Sunday from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. (when everything is half-off 
marked prices).

Save Our History  
Celebration

We’ll be marking the end of Phase 
I to put a searchable version of more 
than 150 years of the Ledger Dis-
patch online. Join us on April 2 at 
the Jackson Rancheria’s Grand Oak 
Ballroom from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m.; 
there will be a no-host bar, appetiz-
ers and presentations.

State Poet Laureate Visit
See the article on page 3 for in-

formation about this June 15 event. 
Mark your calendars.
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President’s Corner
by Rick Sprenkel, FACL President

Summer is gone, and Fall is here. 
School is back in session and we 

are still hoping for rain.
That is the sentence that opened my 

last President’s Corner. We certainly 
have seen rain (and snow) so far this 
year. We do need rain, but all at once?
The Friends had a successful Boots ’n’ 
Boots concert earlier in February. The 
entertainer, Adrian Buckeroogirl, put 
on quite a show! 

I also want to welcome to the board 
a new Director. Mary O’Neal has 
joined the Friends as a Director at 
Large and she is already helping out 
with the upcoming fund raising ef-
forts.

Our nextBook Drive and Book Sale 
are fast approaching. The Book Drive 
is Saturday, April 1, and the Book 
Sale is April 21-23. More information 
on page 1 of this issue.

One of our current projects, the 
digitization of the Ledger Dispatch, 
has reached its first goal. From the 
library web site, you can access digital 
versions of the newspaper from 1855 
to 2008. And thank you again to the 
Ledger Dispatch, Stan Lukowicz, Na-
tive Sons, and many others for their 
financial support of this very impor-
tant project. Join us for the Save Our 
History celebration, to show everyone 
the information that is now available 
to everyone, from anywhere in the 
world! Save the date of Sunday, April 
2nd. The event will run from 3:00 pm to 
5:30 pm in the Grand Oak Ballroom at 
the Jackson Rancheria. We will have 
light appetizers, a no-host bar, a few 
“Thank You” presentations, and dem-
onstration areas to search the new 
web site. Plan to be there. The event 
will be open to the public–you do not 
need to be a Friends member.

Mark your calendars for a very 
special event featuring a visit by Dana 
Gioia, the Poet Laureate of California, 

on Thursday, June 15. Details are still 
being worked out.

Another effort that the Friends 
continue to support is the Read Across 
Amador’s project of placing Little Free 
Libraries around the county. RAA is a 
coalition of Amador County organiza-
tions and people with an interest in 
literacy. The Gold Country Woodwork-
ers are building small outdoor struc-
tures that hold one or two dozen books 
where anyone may stop by and borrow 
a book. The idea is to “Take a book, 
leave a book”. A volunteer steward 
keeps the Little Free Library filled 
with books. The Friends have pro-
vided funding to register all the Little 
Free Libraries in the county with an 
international organization (Little Free 
Libraries) that uses its web site to pro-
vide the location for each Little Free 
Library.

We are looking forward to a great 
year supporting our library. Have you 
ever considered becoming more in-

volved with the Friends? If so, we are 
looking for additional board members 
and more active volunteers. Just drop 
us an email at friendsoftheaclibrary@
gmail.com and we will contact you 
with more information. Your involve-
ment would be as much as your sched-
ule allows; we do, however, ask that 
Board members attend the monthly 
meeting and take on a role in support 
of the Friends.

Just a quick reminder – the Board 
meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at the Amador County General 
Services Building on Airport Road. 
Feel free to attend.

FACL Election of 2017-18 Officers
The following slate has been nominated for 2017-2018 officers of Friends  

of the Amador County Library (FACL). Members can vote on these nominees or 
offer write-in alternatives by completing the ballot below and mailing it to: 

FACL
P.O. Box 701
Jackson, CA 95642

or by emailing their vote to friendsoftheaclibrary@gmail.com 
Ballots must be received no later than May 15.

Ballot for 2017-2018 Election of FACL Officers

Office . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nominee. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . YES. .  .  .  . NO . .  .  .  Write-In

President . . . . . . .      Rick Sprenkel . . . . .    0 . . . . .     0. . . . . .  			 

Vice President . . .  Bonnie Toy. . . . . . . .       0 . . . . .     0. . . . . . 
 
Secretary. . . . . . . .       Elizabeth Rhein. . . .   0 . . . . .     0. . . . . . 

Treasurer. . . . . . .      Jim Powell. . . . . . . .       0 . . . . .     0. . . . . . 
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Librarian’s Corner
by Laura Einstadter, County Librarian

The library has been busy over the 
past several months. A new borrowing 
program, Link+, has been put in place 
and is working very well. 

Link+ is a free service which allows 
Amador County Library card holders 
to borrow books from participating 
academic, public and special libraries 
in California and Nevada. The service 
provides fast delivery, often getting 
requested materials within a week. 
Anyone with an Amador County Li-
brary card may take advantage of this 
program. Patrons may borrow books, 
audio books, DVDs, CDs, and videos 
from participating libraries. There 
are currently 80 participating librar-
ies (soon to be more) with access to 
over 11 million titles. During the first 
month of this program the library has 
loaned 279 items and borrowed 297 

items. What has surprised us most are 
the numbers of DVD requests we have 
received from other libraries.

Requests may be placed directly via 
the library website: www.amadorgov.
org/library; click on: Link+ information 
to learn more about this new program. 
Or by visiting the library catalog: 
https://stks.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/
amador/ and clicking on the Link+ icon.

We have begun planning for the an-
nual Summer Reading program. This 
year’s theme is “Reading by Design”. 
The focus will be on STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math). 
We plan to have weekly activities and 
crafts along with fun entertainment  
culminating in a “Maker/Design” day 
at the library. The program will run 
from June 12 through July 21.

Coming Soon! Free world-class 
performing arts screenings at your 

library.
The library has partnered with 

Lincoln Center (New York) to show 
performances from Lincoln Center’s 
digital catalog via a web-based plat-
form. We hope to begin offering Satur-
day screenings in late spring or early 
summer. 

Have a wonderful Spring! 
Remember to visit your library in 

person or online. It is a great way to 
discover a new author, acquire a new 
skill, learn about your family history, 
and more. 

Friends of the Amador County Library  
Invite Your Donations for theSemi-Annual 

Book 
Drive

Saturday, April 1, 10 am – 2 pm
at the FACL Book Storage Building  
42A Summit Street, Jackson (behind the old Court House)
We accept gently read books and audio-visual materials in good condition. Please, no 
magazines, VHS or cassette tapes, or damaged materials.
For information, call (209) 267-0855.
The Friends of the Amador County Library is a 501(c)3 organization.  
Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
Save the Dates for the next Book Sale:
April 21, 22 & 23!
www.friendsacl.org

Poet Laureate 
Visit Set

California’s state Poet Laureate, 
Dana Gioia, is on a mission to become 

the first poet 
laureate to 
visit all 58 
counties. 

Gioia’s 
visit to Ama-
dor County 
is set for 
Thursday, 
June 15. De-
tails will be 
announced 
soon.

Appointed 
by Gover-
nor Jerry 
Brown in 
December, 
2015, Gioia 

serves as the state advocate for poetry 
and literature in libraries, classrooms 
and boardrooms across California. 
An award-winning poet, Gioia is the 

author of Can Poetry Matter?, which 
is credited for helping revive poetry’s 
role in American public life. He is also 

Dana Gioia

the former Chairman of the National 
Endowment for the Arts where he 
championed arts education. 
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A Piece of the World
A novel  
by Christina Baker Kline

Inspired by 
the famous 
Wyeth paint-
ing, Chris-
tina’s World, 
this book is 
the fictional 
memoir of 
Anna Christina 
Olson, describ-
ing in spare 
but beautiful 
prose her life, 

and lifelong friendship with Andrew 
Wyeth.

Christina was born in 1893 and 
lived her entire life on the family farm 
located on the coast of Maine.  As a 

Book Review

small child she became ill with a mys-
terious crippling disease that gradual-
ly diminished her ability to walk until 
she finally had to drag herself around 
with her hands and arms.  We learn of 
her indomitable spirit as she describes 
the simple details of her daily life; 
how, with no self-pity, she copes with 
her increasing paralysis.  

We also learn of her deep friend-
ship with Andrew Wyeth, who began 
spending his summers in Maine as a 
young painter, and continued to be an 
important focus for the rest of her life.

This is a wonderful book.  I could 
not put it down, and I know it will be 
one of those books that I read again 
from time to time.  The writing paints 
a beautiful, sympathetic, but unsen-
timental portrait of Christina’s life.  
Although it is a work of fiction, it gives 
us an understanding of the challenges 

she must have faced in real life in a 
way that a biography could not have.   
I will now look at Wyeth’s painting 
with a much deeper understanding of 
what he meant for us to see. 

–Bonnie Toy 

Christina’s World, by Andrew Wyeth, 
1948. Tempera on gessoed panel, Mu-
seum of Modern Art, New York City.

Notes and Briefs
A Note From Your Newsletter Editor

We hope you enjoy the Biblio-File. If you would like 
to contribute a book review or have a pertinent item 
of interest for members of the Friends of the Amador 
County Library that you’d like included in the next issue 
of Biblio-File, send it to friendsoftheaclibrary@gmail.com 
with a subject line of Biblio-File, or write to FACL,  
PO Box 701, Jackson, CA 95642.

Volunteer Opportunity
If you’re interested in becoming more involved 

with FACL activities, we invite you to consider 
joining the Board of Directors. We are looking for 
new board members who want to help support the 
Amador County Library through fundraising and 
advocacy.

If you’re interested in joining the board, or have 
other ideas for volunteering, please call 209-296-
2771 or send an email to  
friendsoftheaclibrary@gmail.com.

Help FACL: Shop Online 
With AmazonSmile

The Friends of the Amador County Library has joined 
forces with AmazonSmile to take 
advantage of its program to benefit 
nonprofit organizations. We hope 
you will shop with AmazonSmile and 
designate FACL as your charity of 
choice.

Here are the highlights of the 
AmazonSmile program:

•	 Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to the Friends of the Ama-
dor County Library.

•	 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same 
products, same prices, same service.

•	 Support FACL by starting your shopping at  
smile.amazon.com by following this link:  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2374918
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The Friends of the Amador County 
Library (FACL) was formed in 1974 to 
support the Amador County Library. 
The Friends is a registered 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit group which means your 
donations are tax-deductible to the 
fullest extent of the law. 
  
A membership in the Friends 
provides financial support to the 
library. Fund-raising activities 
include book sales twice a year and 
other special events. The Friends 
also actively promote gift-giving 
such as memorials, estate sales, 
donations, and group contributions. 

FACL publishes this newsletter, Bib-
lio-File, for its members. Members 
of Friends get involved by organiz-
ing fundraising events and assisting 
with the book sales. As an added 
bonus, the first night of each book 
sale is reserved for members only. 
Over the years, the organization has 
contributed many thousands of dol-
lars worth of books and equipment to 
the Amador County Library. 

For just a few dollars, you can enjoy 
member’s privileges and know that 
you are helping to support one of the 
county’s most valuable resources. 

Annual dues are as follows: 

•	 Individual $10 

•	 Family $15 

•	 Sustaining $25 

•	 Life $200 

•	 Business/Organization $50
 
For more information about Friends 
of the Amador County Library, 
please go to www.friendsacl.org, email 
friendsoftheaclibrary@gmail.org, or 
inquire at any of the library’s five 
branches.

Jackson Story Time	 Thursdays 			   Main Library  
	 10:30–11 a.m.			 

Ione Story Time	 Every Monday			  Ione Branch

	 10 –10:30 a.m.	

Pioneer Book Club	 2nd Thursday			   Pioneer Branch 
	 11 a.m.

Plymouth Book Club	 1st Thursday			   Plymouth Branch

	 6:30—7:30 p.m.

BookEnds Book Club	 4th Wednesday 		  Main Library

	 5:30 p.m.

Friends of the Amador	 3rd Tuesday 			   County GSA building 
County Library Board	 9 a.m. 			   Conference Room

Save Our History 	 April 2			   Jackson Rancheria 
Celebration	 3:00–5:30 p.m.			  Grand Oak Ballroom	

Spring Book Sale	 April 21–23			   American Legion Hall 
				    Sutter Creek

Poet Laureate Dana Gioia	 June 15			   TBA

Fall Book Sale	 October 20–22			   American Legion Hall 
				    Sutter Creek

Friends of the Amador  
County Library  

Board of Directors

Officers

Rick Sprenkel, President
Bonnie Toy, Vice President  

& Membership
Elizabeth Rhein, Secretary

Jim Powell, Treasurer & Editor, 
Biblio-File

Directors

JoAnn Chevrette

Jan Hewitt

Patt McHugh

Mary O’Neal

Michele Powell

Ex Officio Member

Laura Einstadter, 
County Librarian

FACL Has  
a Brand  
New Bag

You’ll want to have at 
least one of these handy, 
sturdy bags to haul 
your contributions to 
the book drive or your 
new reading finds 
home from the 
next book sale. 
Pick yours up 
at the Jackson 
branch of the 
library, or buy 
one at the next 
book sale April 
21-23. They’re 
just $10 each, 
and your pur-
chase helps FACL support the library. 
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 1940s
__ A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith

__ Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh 

__ The Hero With a Thousand Faces 
 by Joseph Campbell

__ All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren

 1950s
__ The End of the Affair by Graham Greene 

__ Foundation by Isaac Asimov

__ Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

__ Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

__ The Old Man and the Sea  
by Ernest Hemingway

__ Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

__ The Long Goodbye by Raymond Chandler

__ A Good Man Is Hard to Find and Other Stories  
by Flannery O’Connor 

__ Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov

__ Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin

__ The Civil War, Volumes 1–3, by Shelby Foote

__ The Once and Future King by T.H. White 

__ Nine Stories by J.D. Salinger

 1960s
__ Night by Elie Wiesel

__ The Rabbit Angstrom novels by John Updike

__ Mastering the Art of French Cooking  
by Julia Child

__ To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

__ The Moviegoer by Walker Percy

__ The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath

__ One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest  
by Ken Kesey

__ Silent Spring by Rachel Carson

__ The Structure of Scientific Revolutions  
by Thomas S. Kuhn

__ A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

__ The Guns of August by Barbara W. Tuchman

__ Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak

__ The Autobiography of Malcolm X  
by Alex Haley

__ In Cold Blood by Truman Capote

__ The Double Helix by James D. Watson

__ Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut

 1970s
__ Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee  

by Dee Brown

__ Burr by Gore Vidal

__ Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison

__ Suttree by Cormac McCarthy

__ The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy  
by Douglas Adams

 1980s
__ The Collected Stories of Eudora Welty  

by Eudora Welty

__ Housekeeping by Marilynne Robinson

__ Maus by Art Spiegelman 

__ A People’s History of the United States  
by Howard Zinn

__ So Long, See You Tomorrow  
by William Maxwell

__ A Perfect Spy by John le Carré

 1990s
__ The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 

__ All Over but the Shoutin’ by Rick Bragg 

__ The Secret History by Donna Tartt

__ The Stone Diaries by Carol Shields

__ The Collected Stories by Grace Paley

__ Last Train to Memphis by Peter Guralnick

__ The Color of Water by James McBride

__ The Harry Potter novels by J.K. Rowling 

__ American Pastoral by Philip Roth

__ Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri

__ On Writing by Stephen King

__ Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson  

 2000s
__ The Blind Assassin by Margaret Atwood 

__ Old Filth by Jane Gardam

__ Collected Poems by Jane Kenyon

__ Consider the Lobster  
by David Foster Wallace

__ Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

__ Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns Goodwin

__ We Tell Ourselves Stories in Order to Live  
by Joan Didion

__ What Is the What by Dave Eggers

__ Brother, I’m Dying by Edwidge Danticat

__ The Absolutely True Diary of a  
Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie

__ The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao  
by Junot Díaz

__ The Lion and the Mouse by Jerry Pinkney

__ Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel 

 2010s
__ New Selected Stories by Alice Munro

__ Collected Poems by Jack Gilbert

__ The Patrick Melrose Novels  
by Edward St. Aubyn

__ My Name Is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout

__ When Breath Becomes Air  
by Paul Kalanithi 

__ Brown Girl Dreaming  
by Jacqueline Woodson

Parade asked award-winning author Ann Patchett, whose novels include Bel Canto, The Magician’s Assistant and Commonwealth (coming 
out in September), to help us celebrate our 75th anniversary by picking the best 75 books of the past 75 years. Here are her picks—chosen 
with the help of the staff at her bookstore, Parnassus Books in Nashville. Read more about Patchett’s choices at Parade.com/patchett.

The 75 Best Books 
  of the Past 75 Years

Copyright Parade Magazine. Reprinted with permission.


